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Morrison PLC and Manchester City Council go live with ground-breaking homes maintenance joint venture

A 10-year, £350 million joint venture between Morrison Facilities Services and Manchester City Council goes live today.
The deal will see Morrison take 80% and the City Council 20% of a unique joint venture company called Manchester Working, that will deliver an unprecedented programme of repairs to thousands of City Council-owned homes in a new generation partnering relationship.
The partnership brings together the knowledge and skills of the Council’s workforce with Morrison’s commercial expertise and ability to secure work in new markets. The company’s aim is to deliver services that will meet the clients changing requirements whilst at the same time continually improving service quality and competitiveness

Manchester Working will have the capability to grow in a way which will provide job security for existing employees. Over 550 blue and white collar council staff will transfer to the new company, with their terms and conditions of employment preserved under TUPE regulations. Manchester Working is also committed to creating new employment and training opportunities for local people. The company has already demonstrated this commitment by recruiting twelve new apprentices.
Managing Director of Morrison Facilities Services, Phillip Russell, said:

‘Both parties are extremely excited about the creation of this new company, we firmly believe that it is in these sorts of progressive joint venture arrangements that the public and private sectors can most productively work together, both now and in the future.

'Taking advantage of new freedoms granted to local authorities, this new company will be able to grow its business outside the boundaries of the City. We intend to look for new opportunities for business across the North West, both in and beyond the housing sector.

'This will reduce unit costs and generate savings for the council tax payers and tenants of Manchester.
'We are delighted to be launching Manchester Working today, and look forward to a long and fruitful partnership with the council and the people of Manchester.'

Manchester City Council’s executive member for direct services, Cllr Paul Murphy, commented: "We are delighted to be involved in this new venture. With the city’s housing facing major changes and investment, the new company will greatly enhance the quality of services we provide to Manchester residents."
The principal areas of business of the new company will be:
· Housing - Repairs and Maintenance 

· Housing – improvements to reach at least Decent Homes standards 

· Specialist services including gas servicing and lifts maintenance 

· Repairs and maintenance and capital works in Public Buildings 

